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Advice to Friends 
Under Proſecution, 


Either in the Temporal or Eccleſtaſtical Courts, 


for their CHRISTIAN Teſtimony againſt the 
Payment of T'thes, and other Eccleſ aftical 
Demands. 


Dear FRIENDs, 


N the ſeventh and eighth Years of King WILLIAM the Third, the 
Legiſlature was pleaſed to paſs an Act, entituled, An A that the 
Solemn Affirmation and Declaration of the People called Quakers jha/l 
be accepted inſtead off an Oath in the uſual Form ; to which Act the 

Biſhops procured (as we are informed) an Addition, whereby a new Re- 

medy was provided for the recovering Tithes and Church Rates from 

Quakers in a Summary Way, before TJuftices of the Peace, in all Caſes 

where the Demand doth not excced Ten Fu the Title net being in 

Nueſtion. x. | | 


And in the firſt Year of King GroRGE the Firſt, when the ſaid Act 
was perpetuated, the like R emedy was Extended to other Eccleſiaſtical De- 
mands againſt Quakers, there the SUM doth not exceed Ten Pounds, aud: the 


Title not in Weſtion. 


When this new Remedy of Recovery from Friends was firſt provided, 


as thereby the Proſecutor could much more cafily and expeditiouſly recover 


his Demand than by any former Law, it was propoſed, that he ſhould be 
reſtrained to this Way only; But the Biſhops urged, (as we are informed) 
That ſuch Reſtraint was altogether unneceſſary, and that the rery ſuppoſing 
any Clergyman or others, would prefer mo e ledious a and expenſive Projecaticns, 
Was an uncharitable Suggeſtion, 


Nevertheleſs, we find by Experience, that Wore EY thoſe Claimant ts 
(either ignorantly Or vexatioully) do continue to proſecute Friends in the 
Exchequer, and other the King's Courts, to their great Ex; pe Way and to 
the Impriſonment of ſome of them; or more f. equen tly ; in the erl. 


V zaſtical Courts, tho if they there prevail, they can recover no Part of their 


original Demand, or ſubſequent Colts ; but only procure the Friend's Im- 
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priſonment for Life with all the Incapacities and Inconveniencics cout. 
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themſelves. 
And 
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And as it frequently happens, Proſecutors attempt to excuſe their having 
uſed theſe ſevere Methods, by alledging their Ignorance of the ruinous 
Conſequences; or that the Law had provided any milder Method: We 
i | think it may remove real, and prevent falſe Pretences of Ignorance, if the 
| Proſecutor be (as early as poſſible) fully appriſed of the Conſequences of 
theſe ſevere Methods, not to the Proſecuted only, but often to the Proſe- 
cutor himſelf alſo ; and that it be repreſented, how-unneighbourly and un- 
. chriſtian-like, as well as imprudent, it will be, to purſue ſuch ſevere and 
troubleſome Methods,, when the Law hath provided one fo much more 
mild and ealy, e . 


This ſhould be done on the git Notice of a Proſecution being intended 
or begun, before the Proſecutor hath been at any or much Expence; ſuch 
Application may be made by judicious Friends, moderate Gentry, or 

others, who may have Influence on the Proſecutor ; and if need be, both 
by Priends and others: And ſometimes the friendly Interpoſition of a 
Biſhop hath been ſucceſsful in preventing or ſtopping a Proſecution, 


Hut as the Effect of ſuch Applications is too uncertain to be relied on, 
we adviſe, That as ſoon as any Friend is acquainted, that a Proſecution is 
Intended or commenced againſt him, in any of the aforeſaid Courts, that 
ſuch Friend himſelf, or ſome other judicious Friend or Friends, do im- 
mediately write to one of the Correſpondents in London for that County, 
or to ſome other Member of the Meeting for Sufferings, a full and par- 
ticular Account of the Affair, and of the Steps taken; that the Friend 
may not want' the beſt Advice the Meeting can give or procure for him: 
Tbis Notice ſhould not be delayed; for ſometimes Friends here have a 
more effectual Influence than can be found in the Country. | 
And with regard to Proſecutions in the King's Courts, in fome Caſes, 
for ſaving Expence, it appears moſt prudent to make 7o Defence, tho' in 
others it may be very neceflary ; but whenever an immediate Appearance 
is required, we adviſe, that it may be put in accordingly, and not 
delayed. a N „ 


And whenſoever a Friend is proſecuted in the Ecclefpaſtical Court, ſme 
Defence is neceſſary, for otherwiſe the Proſecutor may fo far prevail as to 
obtain Excommunication againſt the Friend for Contempt for his not appear- 
ing, or not anſwering ; which will have all the Conſequences of a Sen- 
tence againſt him on the Iſſue of the Cauſe, Whereas it hath happened, 
that Proſecutions have appear'd even to theſe Courts fo vexatious, injurious 


or unjuſt, that the Caſe hath been diſmiſſed, or Sentence given in Favour 
of the Friend with Coſts. 5 


But Friends have much oftner been deliver'd from theſe Courts, by 
Prohibitions obtained from the King's Courts; for the gaining whereof, it 
is neceſſary, previouſly to make proper Defence in the Ecclgſiaſtical Courts. 


The firſt Notice a Friend commonly hath of a Proſecution in the Ec- 
cleſaſtical Court, is a Citation to appear thereat, on a Day therein men- 
tioned; which the Friend ſhould by no means fail of doing himſelf; as 

: SO. 1 well 
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well as that we think it adviſeable for him to employ a Proctor, whoſe 
Knowledge in the Methods of theſe Courts, may be neceſſary to prevent 
the Friend's being ſurprized into a Contempt: The Proctor ſhould enquire 
if any Libel be exhibited; and if there be, demand a Copy thereof, and 
Time to anſwer it; (of which, a Copy ſhould immediately be ſent to one 
of the Correſpondents, or other Member of the Meeting for Sufferings ) 
after which, both the Friend and his Proctor ſhould attend the Court pur- 
ſuant to every other Citation there-from, or Adjournment thereof; and 

until the Arſwer can be ready, the Practor ſhould ask farther Time ; and 

when that can no longer be obtained, he ſhould retard their Proceedings, 


as much as he well can: For it often requires a conſiderable Time to pro- 


cure the Aid of the King's Courts, which can hardly bedone but in Term- 
time; and without ſuch Aid, the Friend cannot eſcape Impriſonment, and 


the other Conſequences of Excommunication. 


And as the Friend's Impriſonment on Excommunication is for Life, we 


have been the more particular in our Advice reſpecting Proſecutions in the 


Ecclefiaſtical Courts, Which tho' called Courts Chriſtian, are moſt truly 


Antichriſtian, being groſs Remains of Popery, a great and grievous Re- 
- proach on the Eugliſb Reformation; to the Oppreſſion whereof, not only 
Friends in particular, but the Nation in general are liable 


We have however firm Faith (if Friends remain faithful) the Lord 


will in his Time work a Deliverance, 


It were to be deſired, that Proſecutors on theſe Accounts might be re- 
ſtrained from any other than a ſummary Way ofproceeding ; as the Prieſts 
in the ſeveral Pariſhes in the City of London, burnt by the Fire in 1666, 
have been for upwards of ſeventy Years ; nor doth it appear, that they 


have in all that Time ſuſtained any Injury or Inconvenience therefrom : 
And if ſuch a Reſtriction was extended to the Nation in general, it might 


revent many vexatious Law-ſuits, which often prove prejudicial as well 


to the Plantiffas to the Defendant. 


And whereas by a former Paper of Advice, Friends were adviſed to 
infiſt, that their Anſwer to a Libel in the Eccleſiaſtical Court ought to be 
accepted without Oath or Affirmation ; and as it appears doubtful, whether 
their ſo :zn/i/izng may ſtand good in Law, Friends are now adviſed to give 
in an Anſwer upon Affirmation, rather than conteſt it; except in Caſes of 
Perſonal Tithes, wherein the Eccleſiaſtical Courts are reſtrained from Ex- 
amining upon Oath, by an Act made in the ſecond and third of Edward the 


Sixth, Cap. 13. $. 9. And alſo in Caſes of Church-Wardens ſo called, 


wherein the ſaid Courts are prohibited by an Act of 13 Car. 2. Cap. 12. 
S, 4. To tender or adminiſter the Oath Ex Officio, or any other Oath, by 
which any Perſon to whom it may be tender d, might be compelled to Accuſe him 
or berjelf of any Criminal Matter or Thing, 


De 


Advice to FRIENDS 
under Proſecution, 


Either in the Temporal or Ecclehaſtical 


Conrts, for Non-pavment of Tithes, 
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